
 

Navigation and Life on Board: 

Our Advice 

Just before getting on board the rented boat, our Maritime Rent staff organize a briefing to explain 
the boat features and provide some navigation advice. 

This document provides more information, which can be read through both in the days prior to the 
rental and during the rental itself if needed. Enjoy your reading! 

Leaving the Departure Port 

While navigating in port areas, always maintain a certain level of attention. The exit channel is 
dedicated to the passage of boats, yachts, and sometimes ships, so we ask for great caution both 
when exiting and entering. The maximum allowed speed is 3 knots, which can be checked using the 
navigation instrument. By proceeding at this speed, you avoid causing accidents that could damage 
docked vessels. 

When leaving the port, you must keep to the right while vessels entering the port will be coming in 
the opposite direction, just like on the road. 

During your exit, you will encounter GREEN lights that mark the channel for recreational vessels 
and that for commercial ships. The correct passage side is LEFT OF THE GREEN LIGHT 
WHEN EXITING the port and RIGHT OF THE GREEN LIGHT WHEN ENTERING the 
port. 

When approaching the exit, you will find two lights: one GREEN and one RED. In this case, always 
pass within the area between the two lights, whether leaving or entering. 

Until you are in open sea, be very careful of passing ferries. Commercial vessels always have the 
right of way over private boats, so it is always advisable to pass behind (astern) or preferably stay at 
a safe distance and wait for their passage. 

Navigation 

During navigation, you can finally enjoy the sea, the sun, the sound of the water, and the view. 
However, you must remain alert and aware of what’s going on around you. 
At sea, there are no traffic lights or queues, but you might encounter floating objects that, if hit, 
could damage the hull, the engine’s propeller, or even jeopardize your safety. Therefore, we 
recommend being very cautious of any floating objects, always trying to avoid them. 

Here are some rules, including those for right of way, and some useful advice: 

● Right of way given to vessels coming from the right. 
● Right of way given to commercial vessels, ferries, ships, and yachts larger than your boat. 



● Never pass too close to vessels at anchor at high speed; there may be swimmers; the sea is 
vast, you have plenty of space to pass at a safe distance! 

● Near the exit from the Marina Genova Aeroporto port, you may notice two metal structures 
in the sea, about a mile from the coast. These are called "islands," where ships once 
anchored to unload crude oil without entering the port. Warning: IT IS STRICTLY 
FORBIDDEN to pass within 300 metres of these "islands"! 

● Respect and courtesy towards the sea, other navigators, and all people, this is an unwritten 
rule to learn. It is customary to greet each other when meeting at sea. 

Anchoring 

If you need to anchor, follow these simple steps: 

● Check the depth of the seabed with the navigation instrument: it is ideal to anchor in waters 
ranging from 8 to 25 metres deep, and we advise against anchoring in deeper waters. 

● Check the direction of the wind, positioning the bow of the boat towards the wind. 

● When other boats are present, always anchor at the stern of boats already anchored, 
considering the space required for maneuvering. It is preferable to stay away from other 
boats. 

● Lower the anchor until it reaches the seabed. Once on the bottom, proceed slowly in reverse 
while lowering at least 10 metres of anchor chain. It is recommended to lower the chain 
equal to at least twice the depth (for a depth of 10 metres, lower 20 metres of chain). 

● Once anchored, secure the chain on the bow cleat, and proceed slowly in reverse for a few 
seconds until the chain becomes taut. Now you can turn off the engine. 

● To ensure the anchor is securely set on the seabed, which is not always guaranteed, check 
your position with the GPS, or monitor fixed points ashore to see if the boat is stationary or 
moving (referred to as "dragging"). You will be sure the boat is anchored only when the 
references ashore remain unchanged. 

● When ready to depart, we must manually raise the anchor, proceeding slowly and storing it 
in the appropriate bow locker. 

● Before leaving, remember to raise the boarding ladder if it was lowered for boarding. 

Fueling 

When refueling, ensure that no electronic devices on the boat are turned on. For convenience, we 
recommend turning off the battery disconnect switch before proceeding with this operation. 

During fueling, smoking is strictly prohibited to avoid the risk of sparks and fire. 

Before departing, make sure the fuel tank cap is securely closed. Upon your return, fueling can be 
done with the assistance of our staff, and payment will be made directly by the customer in cash. 

Returning to the Port 

When departing, you will be asked for a return time that must be adhered to. We still ask you to 
notify our staff for confirmation about one hour before the expected arrival at the dock in Marina di 
Genova Aeroporto. 
We also request to be informed of any unexpected events that may prevent a return within the 
scheduled time. 


